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There has been a call in London for a conference of the Zimbabwean diaspora to discuss the
way forward following the rigged elections which have returned Mugabe to power for another
term. The call came from Ephraim Tapa, President of the Restoration of Human Rights in
Zimbabwe (ROHR) and a founder member of the Zimbabwe Vigil which has been protesting
outside the Zimbabwe Embassy in London every Saturday for the past eleven years in support
of free and fair elections.

Mr Tapa was speaking at a demonstration outside the Embassy on Saturday attended by exiled
Zimbabweans from various parts of the UK, including members of the defeated MDC. He said
that, following the stealing of the elections, people at home had lost faith in the politics of the
ballot box. The MDC project had run its course and Zimbabweans were looking to the diaspora
to come up with an alternative programme to save Zimbabwe. He said there were encouraging
signs that the various Zimbabwean groups wanted to speak with one voice.

A range of reactions to the rigged elections were expressed – from an angry call for revolution
from activist Martin Chinyanga to the bitter tears of MDC official Makusha Mugabe. Another
senior MDC official Elliot Pfebve, a defeated candidate in the elections, told the crowd of the
various ways the voting had been manipulated. He said the people in Zimbabwe were in a
desperate situation and looked to the diaspora for help but things ultimately depended on the
people of Zimbabwe themselves.

During the day hundreds more signatures were added to the Vigil’s petition which calls on
President Zuma of South Africa to urge the Southern African Development Community to
demand new elections.
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The plight of Zimbabwe has been spelt out in the demented ravings of Mugabe about the policy
of indigenisation and empowerment. An article in the Herald quotes him as telling the first
Politburo meeting after the elections ’Z
ANU-PF is going to deliver on promises made to the people during its highly subscribed and
successful election campaign’.
The Herald added ‘President Mugabe said Zimbabwe would precisely do the opposite of what
the West wished for’ (see:
http://www.zimbabwesituation.com/news/mugabe-says-hell-deliver-on-promises/
Mugabe says he’ll deliver on promises).

For latest Vigil pictures check: http://www.flickr.com/photos/zimbabwevigil/ . Please note: Vigil
photos can only be downloaded from our Flickr website – they cannot be downloaded from the
slideshow on the front page of the Zimvigil website.

FOR THE RECORD: around 100 signed the register.

EVENTS AND NOTICES:

·
Zimbabwe Yes We Can meeting. Saturday 17 th August from 12 – 3 pm. Venue: Strand
Continental Hotel (first floor lounge), 143 Strand, London WC2R 1JA.

2/4

Call for diaspora unity – Zimbabwe Vigil Diary: 10th August 2013
Written by Administrator
Sunday, 11 August 2013 11:15 -

·
Zimbabwe Action Forum (ZAF). Saturday 17 th August from 6.30 – 9.30 pm. Venue:
Strand Continental Hotel (first floor lounge), 143 Strand, London WC2R 1JA. The Strand is the
same road as the Vigil. From the Vigil it’s about a 10 minute walk, in the direction away from
Trafalgar Square. The Strand Continental is situated on the south side of the Strand between
Somerset House and the turn off onto Waterloo Bridge. The entrance is marked by a big sign
high above and a sign for its famous Indian restaurant at street level. It's next to a newsagent.
Nearest underground: Temple (District and Circle lines) and Holborn.

·
ROHR Executive meeting. Saturday 7 th September at 11 am. Venue: Strand
Continental Hotel (first floor lounge), 143 Strand, London WC2R 1JA.

·
Zimbabwe Vigil Highlights 2012 can be viewed on this link: http://www.zimvigil.co.uk/t
he-vigil-diary/467-vigil-highlights-2012
. Links to previous years’ highlights are listed on 2012 Highlights page.

·
The Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe (ROHR) is the Vigil’s partner
organization based in Zimbabwe. ROHR grew out of the need for the Vigil to have an
organization on the ground in Zimbabwe which reflected the Vigil’s mission statement in a
practical way. ROHR in the UK actively fundraises through membership subscriptions, events,
sales etc to support the activities of ROHR in Zimbabwe. Please note that the official website of
ROHR Zimbabwe is http://www.rohrzimbabwe.org/. Any other website claiming to be the official
website of ROHR in no way represents the views and opinions of ROHR.

·

Facebook pages:

-

Vigil: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=8157345519&ref=ts

5

ZAF: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Zimbabwe-Action-Forum-ZAF/49025705102751

ROHR: https://www.facebook.com/pages/ROHR-Zimbabwe-Restoration-of-Human-Righ
ts/301811392835
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·

Vigil Myspace page: http://www.myspace.com/zimbabwevigil.

·
Useful websites: www.zanupfcrime.com which reports on Zanu PF abuses and
www.ipaidabribe.org.zw where people can report corruption in Zimbabwe
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