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As Zimbabwe follows the UK into lockdown to try to control the spread of coronavirus, we can
tell from our own experience here that Health Minister Obadiah Moyo was mistaken when he
claimed early this month that Zimbabwe was ‘100% prepared’ for an epidemic (see: https://ww
w.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/zimbabwe-says-100-percent-prepared-c
oronavirus
).

Just how unprepared the country is was shown by the wretched treatment received by the
broadcaster Zororo Makamba, the first Zimbabwean to die from the virus – even though he had
the advantage of being the son of a business tycoon and Zanu PF politician.

30-year-old Zororo returned from a visit to New York on 20 th March with what was thought to be
a slight flu. When he developed a fever his doctor recommended that he go to the country’s
designated health quarantine facility, Wilkins Hospital in Harare, which turned out to be woefully
ill-equipped to deal with serious infections.

His elder brother Tawanda Makamba described a catalogue of deficiencies. If the outcome
wasn’t so tragic, some of the incidents could have been slapstick farce. For instance: the
hospital had no ventilator to help Zororo breathe. The family managed to obtain one but the
hospital could not use it because it had an American plug. Tawanda went and bought an
adaptor but the hospital said they still couldn’t use the ventilator because there were no
electricity sockets in his room. So he went and bought an extension cord but they refused to use
it!
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Tawanda said the family appealed to Health Minister Moyo who promised all sorts of things and
delivered nothing. Tawanda said the nurses were afraid to handle the situation. ‘It even got to a
point where they were telling us that we were bothering them.’ He went on:
‘
At the end, before he died, he kept telling us that he was alone and scared and the staff were
refusing to help him to a point where he got up and tried to walk out and they were trying to
restrain him’.

He warned: ‘Right now they don’t even have water at Wilkins. So if you come here to be treated
for coronavirus there is absolutely no treatment you will get. You will die’. (See: https://www.the
zimbabwean.co/2020/03/makamba-family-fumes-over-zororos-death/
).

With many countries imposing restrictions on flights and foreign visitors, the Zanu PF financier
Kudakwashe Tagwirei is taking over two private hospitals in Harare to be upgraded for the elite
now that they will be finding it difficult to go abroad for medical treatment. MDC Vice-President
Tendai Biti said there was: ‘no limit, shame, remorse or elasticity to the evils of this regime’
(see:
https://www.zimlive.com/2020/03/26/outrage-over-coronavirus-hospitals-for-the-political-elite-in
-zimbabwe/
).

In the UK we are constantly warned to wash our hands with soap and to avoid being within two
metres of anyone in a public space. We have seen little sign that similar advice is being
followed in Zimbabwe and observers say it is futile to expect informal traders to let their families
starve.
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Other points
- Because of the coronavirus, we can no longer physically meet outside the Zimbabwe
Embassy in London, so we have started a virtual Vigil. We asked our activists to put on Vigil /
ROHR / Zimbabwe regalia and take a photo of themselves holding an appropriate poster
reflecting our protest against human rights abuses in Zimbabwe. The photos are uploaded on
our Flickr site (see:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zimbabwevigil/albums/7215771366472
5127
). Our first virtual Vigil activists were Esther Munyira and Rose
Benton who both also kindly contributed to Vigil funds.
- The Minister of Lands, Air Marshal Perence Shiri, has made it clear that Zimbabwean
white farmers are not included in the government’s recent announcement widely seen as
reversing the land takeover. Phiri said only dispossessed ‘indigenous’ farmers and those
covered by bilateral agreements would have the opportunity to get land back. Human rights
campaigner Ben Freeth spoke of racial discrimination and said the move would not persuade
the world that Zimbabwe is a secure investment (see:
https://www.thezimbabwean.co/20
20/03/zimbabwe-governments-land-for-compensation-offer-is-misleading/
).
- For Vigil pictures check: http://www.flickr.com/photos/zimbabwevigil/ . Please note: Vigil
photos can only be downloaded from our Flickr website.

EVENTS AND NOTICES:
- The Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe (ROHR) is the Vigil’s partner
organization based in Zimbabwe. ROHR grew out of the need for the Vigil to have an
organization on the ground in Zimbabwe which reflected the Vigil’s mission statement in a
practical way. ROHR in the UK actively fundraises through membership subscriptions, events,
sales etc to support the activities of ROHR in Zimbabwe. Please note that the official website of
ROHR Zimbabwe is
http://ww
w.rohrzimbabwe.org/
. Any other website claiming to be the official website of ROHR in no way represents us.
- The Vigil’s book ‘Zimbabwe Emergency’ is based on our weekly diaries. It records how
events in Zimbabwe have unfolded as seen by the diaspora in the UK. It chronicles the
economic disintegration, violence, growing oppression and political manoeuvring – and the
tragic human cost involved. It is available at the Vigil. All proceeds go to the Vigil and our sister
organisation the Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe's work in Zimbabwe. The book is
also available from Amazon.
- Facebook pages:
Vigil: https://www.facebook.com/zimbabwevigil
ROHR: https://www.facebook.com/Restoration-of-Human-Rights-ROHR-Zimbabwe-Intern
ational-370825706588551/
ZAF: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Zimbabwe-Action-Forum-ZAF/490257051027515
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