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‘Elements of corruption’ is a gross understatement but it was nevertheless a welcome breath of
reality from President Mnangagwa in his ZBC television interview on the eve of Independence
Day.

Mnangagwa came to power promising to root out corruption but now says he didn’t realize the
extent of the problem until he tookc office and admitted that he had not been able to fulfil his
promise.

‘Corruption is deep rooted. I thought by making a pronouncement that ‘let us fight corruption’ it
will go away. No. It’s not like that. To fight corruption, you need the police to investigate but
there are elements of corruption in the police. Once you get past the corruption in the police, the
National Prosecution Authority has to prosecute, but there are also elements of corruption in the
NPA. Then the case must go to court and there are also elements that are corrupt in the
judiciary. So the fight is so wide and deep,’ he said (see: https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/afri
ca/2019-04-18-zimbabwe-corruption-runs-deep-and-wide-mnangagwa/
).

Mnangagwa added that there were some individuals in the judiciary and police who were doing
their best to nip the problem in the bud. But the Vigil believes the bud is Zanu PF itself.

Mnangagwa talks of ‘corrupt elements’ but he seized power nearly a year and a half ago and
can’t now shrug his shoulders and say things are out of his control. The truth is that he leads
what Dr Pedzisai Ruhanya of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition describes as a ‘predatory, corrupt,
parasitic, authoritarian and militarised elite that has privatised the struggle for personal greed’
(see: https://zwnews.com/gloomy-independence-for-zimas-hyperinflation-returns/ ).

The message of Easter is to face the truth. Until those in charge face this challenge the future of
Zimbabwe will be bleak.

Other points
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- The Vigil is presenting a petition to the Prime Minister’s residence at 10 Downing Street
next Saturday at 3.30 pm. The petition urges the UK government not to support Zimbabwe’s
readmission to the Commonwealth until it reforms and acknowledges the genocide of some
20,000 Ndebeles in the 1980s. Thanks to Esther Munyira for organising police permission for
this.
- A special thank you to Vigil Co-ordinator Patricia Masamba for managing the last three
Vigils on her own in the absence of the other co-ordinators.
- Thanks to those who came early to help set up the front table and put up the banners:
Patricia, Miriam Gasho, Nyarai Masvosva and Mary Muteyerwa. Thanks to Patricia and Nyarai
for looking after the front table, to Miriam for handing out flyers, to Mary for drumming and to
Patricia for photos
- For latest Vigil pictures check: http://www.flickr.com/photos/zimbabwevigil/ . Please note:
Vigil photos can only be downloaded from our Flickr website.

FOR THE RECORD: 7 signed the register. A small attendance today because of the MDC UK
and Ireland national conference in Leeds.

EVENTS AND NOTICES:
- Zimbabwe Vigil petition presentation to 10 Downing Street. Saturday 27 th April at 3.30
pm.
- ROHR fundraising dinner. Saturday 27 th April from 6 – 11.30 pm. Venue: Zazas, 108
Whitechapel Road, London E1 1JE. Contact: Esther Munyira 07492058109, Fungisai
Mupandira 07468504393, Casper Nyamakura 0757766912, Margaret Munenge 0739211743,
Bianca Mpawaenda 07400566013 and Patricia Masamba 07708116625.
- ROHR Reading branch general meeting and outreach. Saturday 27 th April. General
meeting from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm. Venue: Royal Festival hall, Southbank Centre, Belvedere
Road, London SE1 8XX. Outreach from 2 – 5 pm at the Vigil. Contact: Joshua Kahari (branch
information and publicity) 07877246251, Nicodimus Muganhu (branch chairperson)
07877386792, Alice Shimika (branch secretary) 07462067504
- The Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe (ROHR) is the Vigil’s partner
organization based in Zimbabwe. ROHR grew out of the need for the Vigil to have an
organization on the ground in Zimbabwe which reflected the Vigil’s mission statement in a
practical way. ROHR in the UK actively fundraises through membership subscriptions, events,
sales etc to support the activities of ROHR in Zimbabwe. Please note that the official website of
ROHR Zimbabwe is
http://ww
w.rohrzimbabwe.org/
. Any other website claiming to be the official website of ROHR in no way represents us.
- The Vigil’s book ‘Zimbabwe Emergency’ is based on our weekly diaries. It records how
events in Zimbabwe have unfolded as seen by the diaspora in the UK. It chronicles the
economic disintegration, violence, growing oppression and political manoeuvring – and the
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tragic human cost involved. It is available at the Vigil for £10. All proceeds go to the Vigil and
our sister organisation the Restoration of Human Rights in Zimbabwe's work in Zimbabwe. The
book is also available from Amazon.
- Facebook pages:Vigil: https://www.facebook.com/zimbabwevigil ROHR: https://www.fa
cebook.com/Restoration-of-Human-Rights-ROHR-Zimbabwe-International-370825706588551/
ZAF:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Zimbabwe-Action-Forum-ZAF/490257051027515
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